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The border area between pop, cabaret and theater nusic requires a
| ot of talent: a sharp m nd, know edge of literature,

sophi sticated hunor and a sense of nelodies. The Scot Dan Bar benel
cuts a fine figure in everything.

He calls hinself M D agonal, subtitled "Prine Mnister of Pop"
Wth sinple tools - piano, traveling guitar, elenentary school
percussi on, outdated | oops and playroom synths - he creates clever
entertainment in which we hear all kinds of quirky things,
political ("Sleepwal kers Brexit", "Passports") as well as personal
("Orange", "Into the Rustic Meadows of my M nd"). He does this
with a dazzling level of craftsmanship and is therefore in the
British tradition of nmusic halls, in which Joe Jackson produced a
mast er pi ece | ast year (see Chanson, Lieder and Fol k from Novenber
27, 2023).

Apparently playful, he noves on a spectrumfromBrecht to Bowe to
Br oadway. O her conparisons place hi mbetween a nushroom

i nt oxi cated Noél Coward (British actor, satirist and playwi ght,
1899-1973), Kurt Weill and the Divine Conedy. He has a | oyal
follow ng in Japan's notoriously bizarre pop culture (six national
tours and two feature-length rock docunentaries on Japanese
television). And in "The Guardi an" series "Sound of Europe" he
represented Bel gium of all places, because M D agonal chose the
European political theater stage of Brussels as his hone. In
general, the 54-year-old artist finds acceptance and a hone in the
Bel gi an freet hi nker scene, as recently at La Féte, the "Bi ggest
Show of Freaks", organized by the
"I'nstitutfuersichentw ckel depraxi sreykj avi k" in Lontzen, "East
Bel gi unt'.

After two al bunms under a different nanme and two al buns as M

Di agonal - "Late Victorian" (2011) about late Victorian year-end
fantasies and "North Pacific" (2021) (a subtropical nutation of
Engl i sh chansons) - he now has a retrospective of particularly

i magi native inpronptus fromthe years 2018 to 2024: "Join the
Dot s" conbi nes twel ve bedroomrecordings into a scrapbook of dream
fragnents and brai nwave di spatches that were recorded as cl ose as
possible to the nonent of their creation. The albumis the
acconmpani nent to his one-nman show at the upcom ng Edi nburgh
Festival Fringe, where he will perform 24 nights from August 1st
to 25th, and is an ideal introduction to the world of a pop
novel i st outside all trends and fashions, creating an inmaginative
funfair of sounds and thoughts.
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